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Three years ago we embarked on an ambitious plan to radically change the 
Hillel Milwaukee student experience and expand the opportunities for engagement. 
We are proud to present our first Impact Report which illustrates some of  our most 
ambitious programs and demonstrates the wide network of  supporters, alumni, parents 
and friends who have helped us achieve our goals. This report is a testament to our 
partners in excellence, particularly Hillel International, whose collaborative approach, 
strategy and support has helped redefine Jewish life in Milwaukee.

Just two years ago, Hillel Milwaukee joined the Measuring Excellence program with 
Hillel International to help assess our student outcomes, financial reporting, and 
staff  satisfaction. What we learned is that DATA MATTERS, and this information 
has helped shape and redefine our strategy for engaging students across the many 
campuses we serve.

While Hillel Milwaukee prides itself  as being the ‘home away from home’ for our Jewish 
students, it so much more. In addition to hosting weekly Shabbat dinners, celebrating 
the High Holidays and hosting Passover Seder, it is also the place where students share 
in deeper study and exploration about Jewish history and values, confront social justice 
issues and join together in solidarity to stand up to hate and bigotry. Hillel is also 
expanding our Israel program through immersive experience programs like our Side by 
Side Leaders Mission to Israel, and we launched our Holocaust education commitment 
with a new partnership with Holocaust Education Resource Center, entitled our  
We Bear Witness Holocaust Education Fellowship.

None of  these accomplishments would be possible without the tremendous support 
from you, our donors. You are our biggest cheerleaders and it is because of  you that 
we have so much to celebrate within these pages. And as we conclude what is by all 
measures a very successful year at Hillel Milwaukee, we are already looking ahead to 
how we can continue to grow our impact for the coming year.

L’Shalom,

Michael Schaalman	 Julie Schack
Board President	 Executive Director

From Our Leadership Hillel MKE By the Numbers

193	 Programs, meetings and events were 

offered this year

299	 One on one conversations were held 
with Hillel staff 

363	 Students attended at least one Hillel 
event  

209	 Students engaged in more than one 
event

141	 Students attended 6 or more events

1,008	Shabbat meals were served  

188	 Students attended holiday 
programming and meals

83	 Students participated in a Hillel 
immersive trip experience  — Birthright 
Israel, Side by Side Leaders Mission, We 
Bear Witness Holocaust Fellowship 

Vision
Hillel envisions a world in which every Jewish student makes 
an enduring commitment to Jewish life, learning and Israel.

Mission
Hillel’s mission is to enrich the lives of Jewish students so that 
they may enrich the Jewish people and the world

	Operations/Bldg	 13%

	Personnel	 49%

	Programming	  31%

	Fundraising	 7%

Expenses

	Donations	 16%

	Endowment	 3%

	MJF Allocation	  25%

	Grants	 56%

Income

This year we welcomed 98 FIRST TIME DONORS!
56% of all 2018-19 gifts were renewed gifts.

Hillel Milwaukee relies on our generous community, alumni, 
faculty, parents and friends. Our budget has more than doubled 
in the past three years due to generous new grant opportunities 
and contributions from our supporters!



Student Reflections

“Over the past two years Hillel has become a place for me to escape my worries 
and stress as a busy college student. It has allowed for me to connect with my Judaism 
while being surrounded by the friends who are now like family. Most importantly, I 
know I can always be myself  one hundred percent of  the time.”

Amanda Krahn, Marquette University - Exercise Physiology, Class of  2021, Mequon, WI

“Hillel means a great deal to me. Growing up in Neenah, I never was really able 
to find a sense of  community through being Jewish aside from my local congregation. 
As I develop as a college student and well-rounded individual alike, Hillel MKE has 
been a vessel for me to meet and interact with other Jewish peers. Now as an official 
brother of  AEPi (the Jewish fraternity on campus) I am proud to be an active part of  
the Milwaukee Hillel community.”

Ben Stern, UW - Milwaukee - Journalism and Media Studies, Class of  2022, Neenah, WI

 “One topic that is discussed heavily within Hillel Milwaukee is Israel. 
As one of  the Israel Co-chairs, I have been given the opportunity to disseminate the 
knowledge I have learned over the years as a student who learned at a private Jewish 
school, attended Camp Ramah, was involved in USY, and also went on Nativ, the 
Conservative Movement’s gap year in Israel. My goal is to teach the students of  Hillel 
all of  the great parts about Israel and have intellectual discussions about those parts 
that trouble us. In addition to what I can teach, I know I still have more to learn, so 
bringing in some great speakers has been an important part to learning more and 
establishing a stronger relationship with Israel for both myself  and also the other 
students of  Hillel.”

Daniel Silver, Marquette University - Business, Class of  2021, Glenview, IL

“Hillel is the place I’ve found my own Jewish community. It is where I 
feel welcomed and I look forward to participating in more Hillel programs in the years 
to come.”

Lena Slater, Milwaukee School of  Engineering - Mechanical Engineering, Class of  2021, Antioch, IL

We’re Grateful to Our Partners & Volunteers

Campuses Served
Cardinal Stritch University 
Carroll University
Concordia University Wisconsin
Marquette University
Medical College of Wisconsin
Milwaukee Area Technical College
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design
Milwaukee School of Engineering
Mount Mary University
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee

Campus Partners
Affiliated Ministries of Marquette University
Alpha Epsilon Pi Fraternity
Chabad UWM
Challah 4 Hunger
Jewish Student Union at Marquette
Muslim Student Association at UWM
Spiritual Religious Community at UWM
Students Supporting Israel at UWM

Community Partners
BBYO
Congregation Beth Beth Israel Ner Tamid
Congregation Shir Hadash
Congregation Emanu-El B’Ne Jeshurun 
Hours Against Hate
JCC: Chaverim
Lake Park Synagogue
Maot Chitim - Passover Food Sort
Milwaukee Jewish Federation 

SHOFAR, CJL, JCRC, YJAM
Milwaukee Jewish Film Festival
Milwaukee Jewish Food Pantry 
Nathan and Esther Pelz 

Holocaust Education Resource Center
Tikkun Ha-Ir

National Partners
Alpha Epsilon Pi Fraternity
Avi Schaefer Fund
Birthright Israel
Challah 4 Hunger
Gift of Life Marrow Registry 
Good Deeds Day
Shalom Hartman Institute
Hasbara Fellowships
HIAS
Hillel International 
Israel Campus Coalition 
Jewish Agency for Israel
Maccabee Task Force
Passages
Save a Child’s Heart
Sharsheret
StandWithUs
Students Supporting Israel
Swipe Out Hunger

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Executive Board
Michael Schaalman- Board President
Rona Kader Wolfe-VP Governance/Communications
Elie Zarem-VP Development/Fundraising
Cindy Levy-Secretary
Sarah Barth- Treasurer
Laurence Yudkovitch-Immediate Past President

Board Members
Robin Arenzon
Sarah Berry
Joshua Burns
Lilly Goren
Joan Kazan
Debbie Mackman
Ronna Pachefsky
Tobey Libber
Alicia Sadoff
Rodd Schneider
Sharon Shapiro
Kathy Wheatley
Michelle Wales

Student Board
George Coenen - Social Action Chair
Brandon Halpern - UWM Chair
Sam Herzog - MSOE Chair
Amanda Krahn - Marquette University Chair
Jessica Perl - Israel Co-Chair
Matty Powell - Jewish Life and Learning Chair
Daniel Silver - Israel Co-Chair

Staff
Julie Schack - Executive Director
Deb Fendrich - Asst. Director
Eric Leiderman - Springboard Fellow/Jewish Educator
Shaked Ram - Israel Campus Fellow
Anya Esther - Student Intern



$100,000+
Maccabee Task Force
Milwaukee Jewish Federation

$50,000-$99,999
Anonymous Fund of  the Jewish 

Community Foundation

$20,000-$49,999
Daniel M. Soref  Charitable Trust
Kennedy Family Foundation 

$10,000-19,999
CT Charitable Fund
Hoffman Family Foundation
Herbert H. Kohl Charities, Inc.
Irving & Clarissa Lore  

Endowment Fund
Lubar Family Foundation  

David & Madeleine Lubar, 
Joan Lubar & John Crouch, 
Susan Lubar Solvang & Oyvind 
Solvang

Barbara Stein
Louise Stein

$2500-$5000
Michael & Tracy Askotzky
Allan & Sue Carneol
Harry & Marilyn Pelz
David & Alisa Wasserman

$1000-$2499
Jim & Nancy Barnett
Mark & Cheryl Brickman
Joshua Burns
Beverly Colton Donor Advised Fund
David & Nancy Gruber
Mark & Sara Hermanoff
Robert Joseph Property 

Management
Moshe & Debra Katz
Mark & Cindy Levy
Jay & Debbie Mackman
Alan & Carol Pohl
Jonathan & Sheryl Rubin
Michael & Roberta Schaalman
Marty & Julie Schack
Rodd & Andrea Schneider
Mosaic Construction 

Ira & Laura Singer
Mark & Susan Wichman
Eric & Diane Zall
Craig & Lisa Zetley

$500-999
Alfred & Isabel Bader
Bill & Barb Bodner
William & Edith Burns
Betty Chrustowski
Fred & Amy Croen
Marshall & Judy Dermer
Evereve, Inc.
Zachary & Sara Galicki
Mark & Stephanie 

Goldstein
Sharon Guten
Bob & Susie Honigberg
Mariya Kalinoskiy
Steven & Debra Koenig
Tobey & Cheryl Libber
Greg & Linda Marcus
Robert & Lauri Roth
Bryan & Alicia Sadoff
Mark & Sharon Shapiro
Bradley & Marilyn Shovers
Gary & Amy Stein
Elie & Rachel Zarem

$250-499
Steve & Robin Arenzon
Rachel Baum
Jay & Michele Berman
Aaron & Debbie Bernstein
BILTRITE  

Furniture-Leather-Mattresses
Mark Blutstein 
Richard Buchband 

& Betsy Rosenblum
Martin & Ruby Carneol
Jeremy Cherny
David & Judy Coran
Jonathan Costa
Bryan & Joanne Davidson
David & Andrea Florsheim
Alan & Kai Gardner Mishlove
Bruce Gendelman Insurance
Caren & Dan Goldberg
Idy Goodman
Glenn & Eileen Graves
Elliot Huxley
Jon & Louise Jesse 
Aaron & Elana Karan
Joe & Debbie Kasle

Joe & Karen Kleiman
Scott & Jennifer Kolsky
Mike Levey & Linda Gorens Levey
Ed Levitas & Lilly Goren
Keith Lindenbaum  

& Kathy Wheatley
Gabriel Litman
Alan & Ann Meyers
Jamie & Felicia Miller
Ron & Susan Angel Miller
Larry & Ronna Pachefsky
Kevin Packman 
David & Mindy Palay
Bob & Sharyl Paley
Ken & Julie Phillips
Neal & Nancy Plotkin
Dan & Julie Rosenfeld
Barry & Susan Sak
Chip & Carolyn Schuman
Nita Soref
Peter & Jodi Sprinkmann
Kenny & Dee Stein
Rick & Sue Strait
Audrey Strnad
Scott & Michelle Wales
Gary & Rona Wolfe
Jon & Jill Zimmerman
Mike & Andrea Zimmerman

Thank You to Our Generous Donors

$100-249
Bonnie Abrahamson
Michael & Lynda Barth
Sarah Barth
Ed & Amy Blumenthal
BJ & Elyse Cohn
Julie Cooley
Sam & Marsha Denny
Eugene Eisman
Larry & Michelle Erlich
Mike & Lynn Falender
Jeff  & Ginny Gendelman
Michael & Jennifer Gilbert
Mark & Barbara Glazer
Alexandra Goldman
Chris Gould
Michael & Geri Greenberg
Lori Liebman & Kerry Henrickson
Paul & Elizabeth Jacobs
Larry & Lisa Katz
David & Joan Kazan
Tamar Kelber
Leo & Donna Kleiner
Valerie Lapins
Jay Larkey & Lois Malawsky
Chip & Kate Mann
David & Jody Margolis
Jim & Nancy Markenson
Jodie Mendelson
Bob & Barrie Merar
Alan & Ann Meyers
Mark Mone & Sara Swanson 
William & Camille Mortimore

Mitchell & Cheryl Moser
Edward & Christine Pajeau
Jay & Jill Plavnick
Ron & Micky Sadoff
Jay & Bridget Sandlow
Hannah Sattler
Steve & Susan Schnoll
Laurie Schwartz
Howard & Veronica Stern
Ramona Tenorio
Gise Terner
Anthony & Beth Ann Waite
Russell & Melanie Wasserman
Michael & Sylvia Winter
Rick & Jackie Winter
Laurence & Kerry Yudkovitch
Marshall Zarem
Yoni & Julie Zvi

$0-99
Steve & Ruth Abrahamson
Rabbi Steven & Gail Adams
Rabbi Steven & Judy Baruch
Elliot & Cantor Karen Berman
Barbara Bernard
Rebecca Brodie
Ellis & Mel Bromberg
Irving & Elaine Brotslaw
Mitchell Carneol
Jerome Cornfield
Joshua Decker
Jennie Elias
Rabbi Dena Feingold
Ben & Deb Fendrich 

Bruce & Peggi Glazer
Jay Goldberg & Susan Sheinkop
Mark & Frances Goldner
Anna Goldstein
Ralph & Sally Goren
Donald & Barbara Grande
James & Rivian Hatt
Amar Kaleka
Randy & Anne Klein
Florence LaGuardia
Jonah & Toni Levenberg
Lloyd & Sheri Levin
Morgan Lewis
Elliot Lipchik
Richard & Yvette Lisberg
Howard & Marlene Loeb
Ann Margolis
Richard & Leslie Paler
Michael & Patti Pollack
Kent Powell
Jordan Primakow
Irit Revivo
Eric Schachter 

& Randy Komisar Schachter
Dan Schwartzkop 

& Flora Trostler
Marsha Sehler
Louis & Esther Siegel
Albert Simon
Jason & Dori Steigman
David & Carrie Steinberger
William Stern
Karl & Hannah Wallick
Sheldon & Wendy Wasserman

Shelley Weber
Elliot & Nancy Weiman
David & Karen Weiner
Michael & Suzanne Weinstein
Sandra Weinstein 
Stanley & Barbara Weiss
Stanford & Penny Wynn

In-Kind
Abacus Marketing
Colectivo Coffee
Hannah’s Kitchen
Arnold and Cathy Peltz
Pretzilla
Warner Bros - The Ellen Show 
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