
AS  THE  SCHOOL  year  draws  to  a  c lose ,  2019 /20  wi l l  be  one  fo r  the  record  books .  I t 's  been  a  year  f i l led

with  great  exc i tement  and  profound  disappointment .    One  minute  the  bui ld ing  i s  f i l led  with  the  r ich

aroma  of  warm  bread  as  we  baked  chal lah  fo r  Shabbat  and  the  next  day  Hi l le l  Milwaukee  i s  c losed .  

 

Yet  despi te  the  necessary  cance l la t ion  of  programs  and  immers ive  t rave l  exper iences  l i ke  Bi r thr ight

and  our  Side  x  Side  Leadersh ip  miss ion  to  I s rae l ,  our  s tudents  and  s ta f f  have  shown  great  res i l iency

dur ing  th i s  cr i s i s .  

  

This  newslet ter  re f lects  our  s tudents  commitment  to  the i r  Hi l le l  fami ly ,  as  they

showed  up  fo r  our  many  v i r tua l  programs .   Our  Zoom  Seder  att racted  dozens  of

s tudents  and  the i r  fami l ies ,  prov id ing  the i r  parents  a  gl impse  of  jus t  what  the i r

‘home  away  f rom  home ’  means  to  them .    

 

And  as  we  t rans i t ion  to  the  summer  months ,  our  s tudents  and  supporters  can  res t

assured  that  Hi l le l  Milwaukee  wi l l  cont inue  to  be  the  welcoming  community  they

crave  and  deserve .  

 

For  whi le  a  lo t  remains  uncerta in  about  the  next  school  year ,  one  th ing    IS  cer ta in .  

Hi l le l  Milwaukee  i s  here  to  s tay .

 

L ’Shalom ,

 

 

 

 Ju l ie  Schack  -  Execut ive  Director                Michael  Schaalman  -  Board  Pres ident

"Growing  up  in  Neenah ,  WI  there  has  never  been  a  moment  in  my  l i fe  when  I  wasn ' t

proud  to  be  Jewish ;  but  up  unt i l  I  ar r i ved  in  Milwaukee ,  observ ing  my  fa i th  was  a lso  an

inherent ly  so l i ta ry  exper ience .  My  parents  to ld  me  that  we  had  an  obl igat ion  to  'hold

the  l ine '  fo r  Judaism .  My  mother  walked  her  ta lk :  In  2013 ,  she  was  incapac i tated  with

pancreat ic  cancer  when  I  took  the  bimah  fo r  my  Bar  Mitzvah .  We  Skyped  the  ent i re

ceremony  to  her  hospice  beds ide  so  she  could  see  my  serv ice ,  so  she  could  see  that  I

was  keeping  the  fa i th .  My  mother  would  pass  a  month  l a ter ,  but  she  did  so  knowing

that  I  cont inued  to  hold  the  l ine .  I  t rans fer red  to  UW -Milwaukee  hal fway  through  my

freshman  year ;  and  on  the  f i r s t  Fr iday  af ter  I  ar r i ved ,  I  v i s i ted  Hi l le l .  I  was  welcomed

warmly ,  with  l aughter  and  open  arms .  So  when  someone  asks  me  ‘what  does  Hi l le l

mean  to  me ? ’  I  can  say  that  fo r  the  f i r s t  t ime  in  my  l i fe ,  I  don ' t  hold  the  l ine  a lone . ”

- -  Ben  Stern ,  UW -Milwaukee  -  Class  of  2022

                   2019-2020 HIGHLIGHTS
 

“Growing  up ,  being  in  and  part ic ipat ing  in  Jewish  spaces  was  a  pi l la r  of  my  ident i ty .

When  my  col lege  dec is ion  process  appeared  to  be  drawing  me  towards  the

spec ia l i zed  program  of fe red  at  Marquette ,  a  Cathol ic  Jesu i t  ins t i tut ion ,  I  was  highly

aware  that  I  would  be  enter ing  in to  a  smal l  Jewish  minor i ty  on  campus  ,  and  I  found

i t  chal lenging  that  I  might  not  be  sur rounded  by  a  Jewish  community .  But  my

concerns  were  wiped  away  when  I  found  Hi l le l  Milwaukee .  Hi l le l  has  given  me  a  space

where  I  can  not  only  meet  and  l earn  f rom  others  about  how  they  l i ve  Jewish ly ,  but

where  I  fee l  comfortable  express ing  my  Judaism  in  a  way  that  i s  meaningfu l  to  me . ”

- -  Michaela  Brooke ,  Marquette  Univers i ty  -  Class  of  2023
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Jordan  Pajeau ,  Vice  Pres ident  of  Communicat ions  •  Sadie  Wolfe ,  Co -Vice  Pres ident  of  Soc ia l  Act ion

 

Staff
Ju l ie  Schack ,  Execut ive  Director  •  Deb  Fendr ich ,  Ass i s tant  Director  •  Er ic  Le iderman ,  Spr ingboard

Fe l low /Jewish  Educator  •  Shaked  Ram ,  I s rae l  Campus  Fe l low  •  Robert  Larson ,  Student  In tern  •  Sara i  Tenor io ,

Student  In tern

                    BY THE NUMBERS
 


